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ThermoFisher Scientific Announces Expansion and 104 New Positions

Asheville, NC - In a joint announcement with the NC Department of Commerce, Buncombe
County, and the Economic Development Coalition for Asheville and Buncombe County (EDC), Thermo
Fisher Scientific released plans today to create 104 jobs and invest $5 million during the next three
years at its plant in Asheville. Located in Buncombe County for over 25 years, Thermo Fisher Scientific
currently employs approximately 540 persons at three local facilities, including a manufacturing plant,
warehouse and technical customer service center.

According to Thomas Loewald, head of Thermo Fisher’'s Laboratory Equipment business, the
decision to expand operations at the site was made after an extensive strategic review. “Key factors in
our decision to make additional investments in North Caralina included our past success in
manufacturing world-class products at the facility, the talented workforce we have been able to attract
over the years, and the support from the State of North Carolina and Buncombe County in providing
resources that enable us to further strengthen our workforce by expanding training and skill
development.”

Chairman of the Buncombe County Commissioners, David Gantt, commented, “WWe are so
fortunate to have an industry leader like Thermo Fisher Scientific call Buncombe County home. We
congratulate local management on their expansion and thank them for their confidence in Buncombe
County and in the strength of our workforce.”

“Advanced manufacturing is a significant economic driver in our region, providing quality
benefits, wages and career opportunities for over 18,000 Buncombe County residents. The EDC is
grateful to Thermo Fisher Scientific for choosing to expand its facilities in Buncombe County. This is a
significant commitment to retain and grow jobs and invest in our community,” said EDC Chair Bob
Roberts.
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Thermo Fisher Scientific is a leading global provider of analytical instruments, equipment,
reagents and consumables, software and services for research, analysis, discovery and diagnostics.
The company employs approximately 35,000 people in 40 countries, serving 350,000 customers
primarily in the life sciences and health care markets.

For more information about Thermo Fisher or job opportunities with the company, go to:

http://www.thermofisher.com/.

The EDC for Asheville-Buncombe County is a public-private partnership committed to: creating
and retaining high quality jobs, community leadership, and being a resource for better business
decisions. The EDC accomplishes this mission through its four core services: business retention &
expansion, small business & entrepreneurship, research, and marketing & recruitment. The EDC is
funded by Buncombe County, the City of Asheville, the Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce and the
Advantage Asheville Campaign.

The Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce is a 2,100+ member organization
representing 86,000 employees. Chamber members collaborate with community
organizations and coalitions to support the community and each other with the mission of
increasing the region’s livability by advancing its economic vitality. The Asheville Chamber
works diligently to ensure that Asheville continues to prosper while also protecting the natural
beauty of the area. In 2006, the Chamber moved to a new location and is now home to the

4,000 square foot Visitor Center which welcomes 200,000 visitors per year.
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